[image: image1.jpg]




 MAINE AFFORDABLE HOUSING COALITION



Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations & Financial Affairs & the� Joint Standing Committee on Housing & Economic Development


Testimony of Laura Mitchell, Executive Director of the Maine Affordable Housing Coalition, 2.5.24


in favor of LD210 the Budget Part PP (Maine Housing) and Part D (Maine Office of Community Affairs)





Good afternoon, Senator Rotundo, Representative Gattine, and members of the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs; and Senator Curry, Representative Gere, and members of the Joint Standing Committee on Housing and Economic Develompent. 





My name is Laura Mitchell. I am the Executive Director of the Maine Affordable Housing Coalition. MAHC is a nonprofit with 140 member organizations working to create and preserve affordable homes for all Maine people.





MAHC, and the thousands of people that live in affordable housing in Maine, would like to thank the State for their unprecedented investments in housing recently. We applaud the inclusion in this budget of $3 million to the fund to preserve manufactured home parks in Maine.  This program has saved more than 400 affordable homes for Maine people and is vital to keeping people housed.





The recent investments the State made to build new affordable housing through Maine Housing has created the largest ever pipeline of 3,000 affordable homes under construction. But 3,000 homes is only a start in meeting the goal of 80,000+ homes our state needs. And these investments were only one time disbursements. Without additional funding, the construction of affordable homes will dramatically decrease.





There are two Maine Housing programs in particular that will end this spring without additional funding – the Rural Affordable Rental Housing Program, and the Affordable Home Ownership Program. These programs have built homes from Aroostook County to York County and everywhere inbetween. In this final round of applications, we can see that projects are shovel ready, but just need some state funding to get built. The Rural Program had $51 million in requests from housing projects, but only has $25 million to distribute. The Home Ownership Program has projects that need $13 million to get built, but only $10 million to spend. These programs will end and shovel ready homes won’t get built. That’s a economic blow to towns throughout Maine. Housing is the SOLUTION for Maine’s economy and health, and we need to find long-term, sustainable sources of funding to invest in the housing solution.





Finally, MAHC supports Part D of the budget that creates the Maine Office of Community Affairs. This is a vital step in achieving shared housing goals across levels of government. Local control plays a big role in building housing, and municipalities need support to plan for and streamline housing development. MAHC asks that you also consider moving the oversight of off-site construction, called modular, out of the Manufactured Housing Board and under MOCA where all other construction oversight exists under the Maine Uniform Building Code, Code Enforcement and Fire Inspection. Manufactured housing (mobile homes) is different than off-site construction, and are even financed with different tools than traditional mortgages because they are mobile. 


Today's modular construction has little in common with mobile homes.  Modular construction follows the same building codes, fire codes and code enforcement as site-built and therefore belongs with that oversight as part of MOCA.


MAHC supports LD210 and looks forward to discussing options for long-term investments in housing in the coming months. Thank you for this opportunity to share our testimony today.
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